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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUG CONFERENCE 2018 — 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 
HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.02 am]: I rise to inform the 
house that the Western Australian Alcohol and Other Drug Conference was held at the Novotel Perth Langley Hotel 
on 20 and 21 March. The theme of the conference was “Leading the way: embracing new opportunities in the 
alcohol and other drug sector”. The conference was jointly hosted by the Mental Health Commission and the 
Western Australian Network of Alcohol and other Drug Agencies. It provided more than 400 delegates with 
a chance to learn from national and international experience, while showcasing Western Australian research and 
practice. Delegates assessed policy prospects for harm reduction, how best to embrace ways of working with 
criminal justice, translating research into practice, and the most appropriate ways in which we as a community can 
achieve our mutual aims. 
I was delighted to represent the Minister for Mental Health in opening the conference, at which I challenged delegates 
to think outside the box and develop innovative solutions to the issues we face. Alcohol and other drugs cost our 
society not only economically; there is also a very real human cost for individuals, families and communities. This 
requires solutions that no one organisation can implement on its own. It was positive to see a room full of such 
collaboration, aiming to ensure continuous improvement through joint planning, action and review between sectors. 
The work that is undertaken by those in the alcohol and other drugs sector is not always easy, and it is not always 
rewarding. These are problems with no quick fix. The issues are complex and require complex solutions. It is only 
through the sustained efforts of a motivated, educated and supported workforce, including volunteers and community 
groups, that a real reduction in the harms associated with alcohol and other drugs can be observed. 
It was a great privilege to present a number of awards at the 2018 Western Australian Alcohol and Other Drug 
Excellence Awards, held yesterday afternoon. These awards celebrate the achievements of the sector, recognising 
the outstanding work that has been undertaken to prevent and reduce alcohol and other drug-related harms. 
Nominations were received from a range of groups and organisations from both the metropolitan and regional 
areas of Western Australia. I wish to again extend my congratulations to award winners and finalists, and all 
nominees. I look forward to seeing the outcomes of the conference and, on the back of the preventive health 
summit, using the momentum generated to develop and implement strong initiatives to help the community address 
harmful alcohol and other drug use. 
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